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So why are these people walking to Loughborough?
It can’t be the wonderful mountain scenery, and if you really wanted to get from Nottingham to Loughborough that badly, surely there are buses and trains.  But to get buses and trains you need money.  Some asylum seekers don’t have any, so would have trouble getting to Loughborough, as they do with almost everything that we regard as “normal life”.

Why do asylum seekers in Nottinghamshire need to go to Loughborough so desperately?

Asylum seekers used to have to “sign on” regularly at their local police station.  They might have been in the UK for some years awaiting a home office decision on their case.  Yet they arrive at the police station not knowing if this time the immigration authorities have instructed the police to detain them so that they could be sent to a detention centre for deportation.  Asylum seekers are often confused and frightened by authority.  If you were in their shoes, how would you feel about that monthly trip to the police station?  

The home office has now decided that the regular sign-on should take place at “regional reporting centres”.  The Immigration Reporting Centre at Loughborough is one of these.  Asylum seekers from all over the East Midlands are supposed to make their way to Loughborough to sign on.  Asylum seekers who have not been refused, receive a very small amount of government support; these get a voucher for travel to Loughborough, after they’ve managed to get there using their own scant resources the first time.  Asylum seekers who have been refused asylum get no support of any sort, and presumably are expected to walk the 17 miles from Nottingham to Loughborough.  

With the unfeeling incompetence that government bureaucracy has usually displayed when dealing with asylum seekers, a notice on the door of the IRC, Loughborough, says:  “If you have been asked to report on Sunday, you should report on the following Monday” so they’ve got to go home and try the Loughborough journey all over again on Monday.  But if you come on Saturday:  “...you should report on the previous Friday” so asylum seekers have not only got to do the trip again, but have also got to be capable of time travel!

There is already evidence that some asylum seekers are unable to get to Loughborough to sign on, so risking detention and deportation.

Why don’t they just go back to the country they came from?

Because in their own country, they may face harassment, imprisonment, torture or even death.  Perhaps they have spoken out too loudly about their government, perhaps because their race, tribe, religious or political beliefs don’t fit.  Try to imagine circumstances that would cause you to leave your home, relatives, friends, all your possessions, and flee to another country where you don’t speak the language and your future is at best uncertain.

Our walk isn’t just about the IRC in Loughborough.  The IRC fiasco is just one of many measures that have introduced to make life impossible for asylum seekers.  

Asylum seekers whose claim has not been refused get support amounting to only 70% of the income support we are entitled to.  But refused asylum seekers receive no benefits of any kind - no housing, income, food or medical care.   Asylum seekers desperately want to support themselves, yet the government refuses to allow them to work.  Asylum seekers want to integrate, yet free English classes for them are being stopped.  All these measures are designed to remove asylum seekers’ dignity by treating them as third class people.  This often culminates in detention and enforced deportation.

For asylum seekers, we are demanding justice, humane treatment, the right to work, an end to detention and an end to deportation.


Any chance of taking us back to last Friday, Doc?





Organised by Nottingham Refugee Campaign Group.


Contact us at LoughboroughWalk@yahoo.co.uk





The Long Walk








